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merchan Would, smith, edell, welter 

United states Patent Application 
COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

As a below named inventor I hereby declare that my residence, post office address and citizenship are 
as stated below next to my name; that 

, ,erilybe.ie,.. am «he ongi^L ^^J^^^^^^"^ 

The specification of which 

i'LtX"! '(« "hthTSiewed and fo, which I solicit a United States pate.,. 

, hereby claim foreign priority ^^^^^^^^^ foreign 

of which priority is claimed: 
a X no such applications have been filed, 
b. ~such applications have been filed as follows: 



FORFTfrN APPLICATION(S), IF AN Y, C L AIMING PRIORITY UNDER 3. USU » 119 

. ■ i n> mr rtT? T?TTTXin " DATE OF IS 



COUNTRY 



j APPLICATION NUMBER 
J_ 



| DATE OF FILING 
1 (day, month, year) 



DATE OF ISSUE 
(dav. month t year) 



ALL FOREIGN A,,LlL T ,ONS. „ AN., HLfcL) BEFORt. HUOKU t 

COUNTRY 1 APPLICATION NUMBER IDATE OF FILING I tj ^ 



I 



\ r 



, hereby claim the bene.it Lder T.tle 3>. S"S^ ^J^V%S^^^'^ 
international application^) listed 1 below and insofar J" "S^Vhe manner provided by the first 
application is not disclosed m the prior Umted «« »" "Vd» ¥ t. disclose material information 
Pa Sd?» 3* ll CoTomderX > ^"SSS^G^E- between the fiHng date of the 
SSSSiS^'^SLl or PCT International filing date of this apphcatton. 

. . . \ I <s*PATTlS i patented 



D.S. APPLTP-ATTQH NUMBER 



n.T, <* FTLING (d» y — j, STATUS (Rented , pending abandoned) 



I hereby appoint the following 
all business in the Patent and Tr? 



Mxey(s) and/or patent agent(s) to prost J 
kmark Office connected herewith 



his application and to transact 



Batzli, Brian H. Reg. No. 32,960 

Beck, Robert C. Reg. No. 28,184 

Bogucki, Raymond A. Reg. No. 17,426 

Brennan, Thomas F. Reg. No. P-35,075 

Bruess, Steven C. Reg. No. 34,130 

Byrne, Linda M. Reg. No. 32,404 

Carlson, Alan G. Reg. No. 25,959 

Caspers, Philip P. Reg. No. 33,227 

Clifford, John A. Reg. No. 30,247 

Conrad, Timothy R. Reg. No. 30,164 

DiPietro, Mark J. Reg. No. 28,707 

Edell, Robert T. Reg. No. 20,187 

Freed, Robert C. Reg. No. 32,569 

Gates, George B. Reg. No. 33,500 

Gebhardt, Mark J. Reg. No. P-35,518 

Golla, Charles E. Reg. No. 26,896 

Gould, John D. Reg. No. 18,223 

Gresens, John J. Reg. No. 33,112 

Hamre, Curtis B. Reg. No. 29,165 

Harris, Kari S. Reg. No. P-35,183 



Hillson, Randall A. Reg. 

Johnson, David G. Reg. 

Kluth, Daniel J. Reg. 

Kowalchyk, Alan W. Reg, 

Lasky, Michael B. Reg. 

Lundberg, Steven W. Reg. 

Mau, Michael L. Reg. 

Maxin, John L. Reg. 

McDonald, Daniel W. Reg. 

McDonald, Wendy M. Reg. 

Michel, Michelle M. Reg. 

Moy, R. Carl Reg. 

Mueting, Ann M. Reg. 

Nelson, Albin J. Reg. 

Raasch, Kevin W. Reg. 

Reiland, Earl D. Reg. 

Rothfus, Joel A. Reg. 

Schmidt, Cecil C. Reg. 

Schuman, Mark D. Reg. 

Schumann, Michael D. Reg. 



No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No 



31,838 
31,628 
32,146 
31,535 
29,555 
30,568 
No. 30,087 
No. 34,668 
32,044 
32,427 
33,968 
30,725 
33,977 
28,650 
P-35,651 
25,767 
33,277 
20,566 
31,197 
30,422 



No, 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No 
No. 
No 
No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 



Schwappach, Karl G. Reg. No. P-35,786 
Schvegman, Micheal L. Reg. No. 25,816 
Sebald, Gregory A. Reg. No. 33,280 

Smith, Phillip H. Reg. No. 20,476 

Smith, Stephanie J. Reg. No. 34,437 
Sorensen, Andrew D. Reg. No. 33,606 
Stenstrom, Dennis G. Reg. No. 28,910 
Strawbridge, Douglas A. Reg. No. 28,376 
Strodthoff, Kristine M.Reg. No. 34,259 
Sumner, John P. Reg- No. 29,114 

Sumners, John S. Reg. No. 24,216 

Taylor, Gregory M. Reg. No. 34,263 

Tellekson, David K. Reg. No. 32,314 
Underhill, Albert L. Reg. No. 27,403 
Vandenburgh, J. Derek Reg. No. 32,179 
Welter, Paul A. Reg. No. 20,890 

Williams, Douglas J. Reg. No. 27,054 
Woessner, Warren D. Reg. No. 30,440 



I hereby authorize them to act and rely on instructions from and communicate directly with the 
person/assKnee/ attorney/firm/organization/who/which first sends/sent this case to them and by 
SSS^ShThereby declare that I have consented after full disclosure to be represented unless/until I 
instruct Merchant, Gould to the contrary. 

Please direct all correspondence in this case to Merchant, Gould, Smith, Edell, Welter & Schmidt at the 

address indicated below: ., w «. n , 

3100 Norwest Center, Minneapolis, MN 55402-4131 
Telephone No. (612)332-5300 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made 
onYnformation and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made .with .the 
know edge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment or 
both under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 
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1.56 Duty to disclose infon^^Rii material to patentability. 

(a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served 
and the most effective patent examination occurs when, at the time an application is being examined the 
Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all information material to patentability. Each indm ua, 
Ssocited with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor and good faith m 
dSiw with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information known to that 
fnd vidull to be ma eS to patentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclose "<°^° <™» 
with respect to each pending claim until the claim is cancelled or withdrawn from cons ideration or the 
I^ic^rbeeomei abandoned: Information material to the patentability of a claim that is cancelled or 
withdraw ^ from consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material to .the V^ntabxlrty 
of any claim remaining under consideration in the application. There is no duty to submit ufo»adon 
whkh is not material to the patentability of any existing claim. The duty to disclose all mformation known 
to be materiTto patentability is deeded to be satisfied if all information known to be material to 
patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the Office or submitted to the Office u the manner 
Ascribed TbVis 1 97(b)-(d) and 1.98 However, no patent will be granted on an application ^ connection 
wUn which fraud on the Office was practiced or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through 
bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office encourages applicants to carefully examine: 

(1) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and 

(2) the closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution , yt z patent 
application believe any pending claim patentably defines, to make sure that any material information 

contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to information 
already of record or being made of record in the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of 
unpatentability of a claim; or 

(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 

(i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

(ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A prima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim 
is unpatentable under the preponderance of evidence, burden-of -proof standard, giving each term w the 
cUm its broadest reasonable construction consistent with the specification, and before any " 
give* to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of patentability. 

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of 
this section are: 

(1) Each inventor named in the application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application 
and whoTs asLciated P with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to 

assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing 
information to the attorney, agent, or inventor. 



